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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours

Music 180
Modern Drumset Technique I
3

3 hours lecture
: 48-54 hours







96-108 outside-of-class hours







144-162 total hours



 2.
Course Prerequisites

None.


Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description
This course will present, by demonstration, description, and notation, the skills and knowledge that are necessary for a drummer to play in a variety of musical styles, including rock, funk, slow blues and shuffle.  The student will develop the techniques needed to perform such music.  Emphasis will be on reading, writing, and coordination, as the student develops his/her drumset musicianship.


 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Recognize differences in contemporary music styles, and how a musically mature drummer performs differently in various musical contexts, e.g. big band, rock combo, etc.


b.
Develop to a measurable degree the coordination needed to perform drumming assignments.


c.
Analyze and interpret assigned music using the style appropriate to the composer and time period of  the music.


d.
Read and perform basic blues, eighth and sixteenth note rock, slow blues, funk and shuffle styles.


e.
Perform coordination exercises and representative patterns of basic drumset styles.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

a.
Large rehearsal room with drumset.


b.
Stereo/video system.



c.
Capability to record rehearsals.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

a.
Drumsticks.


b.
Practice pad.

 7.
Course Content

a.
Basic coordination exercises.


b.
Four-way coordination exercises.


c.
Independence studies.


d.
Solo ideas.


e.
Brush studies.


f.
Basic rock, blues, funk and shuffle patterns.
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 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture.


b.
Group Discussion.


c.
Demonstration.


d.
Weekly assignments.


e.
Instructional videos.


f.
Guest artists.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Performance of material introduced.


b.
Transcription drills.


c.
Reading drills.


d.
Preparation of weekly assignments.


e.
Quizzes and exams including written and performance final exam.

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Read and practice assigned exercises from the textbook.


b.
Read and perform handouts.


c.
Learning music terminology.

11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s):



(1)
Morton, James.  Fusion Drum Styles.  Pacific, MO:  Mel Bay Publications, 1982.



(2)
Morton, James.  Killer Fillers.  Pacific, MO:  Mel Bay Publications, 1980.


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Demonstrate proper sticking techniques at a fundamental level.

b. Perform rhythmic exercises at an elementary level.

c. Demonstrate the ability to read and interpret rhythmic notation at a fundamental level.
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