GROSSMONT COLLEGE

Official Course Outline
ENGLISH 064 –  COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS IV
1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours

ENGL 064
College Writing Skills IV

1
1 hour lecture








1 hour laboratory








32-36 total hours
2.
Course Prerequisites

None.

Corequisite


None


Recommended Preparation


None.
3.
Catalog Description

The last in a four-course sequence, English 064 focuses on correct written expression through the continued study of language skills coupled with basic essay development. This course is offered on a Pass/No Pass basis only.  (Nondegree credit course)

4.
Course Objectives
The students will:


a. 
Utilize varied sentences that reflect mastery of a wide range of patterns of coordination and subordination.


b. 
Read selected model paragraphs and multi-paragraph compositions to recognize effective writing.


c.
Incorporate varied transitional devices within paragraphs and/or essays to achieve coherence.  

d.
Improve skills for in-class writing.


e.
Use invention, drafting, revising, and editing to organize and develop cohesive paragraphs within a basic essay that is free of mechanical and spelling errors.


f.
Conduct basic research in response to a question in order to synthesize information and incorporate evidence in a multi-paragraph essay. 

g. 
Integrate outside source material according to current MLA standards (with a Works Cited page and in-text parenthetical citations) in multi-paragraph essay writing.

h. 
Understand basic rhetorical strategies.

5.
Instructional Facilities

English Writing Center
6.
Special Materials Required of Student

a.
Writing materials

b.
Data storage capability

7.
Course Content
The students will be assessed for their mastery of grammar, punctuation, and basic multi-paragraph essay development.  The results will serve as the basis for instructors to develop classroom lectures and small group activities so that students will do the following:
a. Edit sentence level errors in their own paragraph and/or essay writing.
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7.
Course Content (continued)
b. Analyze sample paragraphs and/or essays as models of effective writing.
c. Understand the methods to avoid plagiarism.
d. Use the third-person perspective in college level writing assignments.

e. Produce and revise essays as well as to complete punctuation and grammar exercises with computer software, as needed. 
f. Use invention, drafting, revising, and editing skills, to write at least one coherent, minimally documented multi-paragraph essay that has a thesis statement, effective body paragraph(s), and an appropriate concluding paragraph.
8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Student-instructor writing conferences


b.  
Directed practice to reinforce concepts

c.
Computer assisted instruction

d.
Small group collaboration

9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Instructor evaluation of students’ writing and critical thinking skills as demonstrated in written assignments.

b.
Completion of in-class assignments.

c.
Tests that demonstrate improved paragraph and/or essay development skills
10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Essay composition.


b.
Reading and completion of handouts on rhetoric and/or mechanics.


c.
Online assignments.


d.
Final writing assignments.
11.
Texts


a.
Sample software may include:


1)
SkillsBank  5


2)
Focus on Grammar- Advanced

3)
Grammar 3D.


4)    WordSmart


5) 
Writer’s Toolkit


6)
Microlab

7) 
A Writer’s Reference


b.
Sample textbooks may include:

1)  Langan, John. College Writing Skills. 5th ed. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. Print. 
2)  Langan, John, and Janet M. Goldstein. English Brushup. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill, 2007. Print. 

3)  Wilson, Paige, and Teresa Ferster Glazier. The Least You Should Know about English. 10th ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2011. Print.  


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes


Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Independently use the components of the writing process to produce a multi-paragraph essay to support a thesis/claim using standard written English and sound grammatical principles.  
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