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ANTHROPOLOGY 120 – CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
1.   Course Number

Course Title


Semester Units

Semester Hours


ANTH 120


Cultural Anthropology         

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours











96-108 outside-of-class hours












144-162 total hours
2.  
Course Prerequisites
None.

Corequisite
None

Recommended Preparation

None

3.  
Catalog Description

An introduction to the study of cultural aspects of humans. The course explores human diversity through comparative, cross-cultural study of language, social identity (including gender, race, and ethnicity), families, religion, social organization, political structure, subsistence practices, and economics. Theories and methods used by cultural anthropologists to study culture are presented. 

4. 
Course Objectives

a. Describe the major approaches and research methods in anthropology including the holistic perspective, ethnographic fieldwork, and cross-cultural comparisons.

b. Examine the concept of culture as the key adaptive mechanism for human survival and an explanation for human social diversity. 
c. Differentiate between cultural and biological characteristics.
d. Contrast cultural relativism and ethnocentrism and explain their relevance to understanding cultural diversity. 

e. Analyze sociocultural systems, such as subsistence, economics, social organization, political organization, language, and belief systems and provide examples of how these systems are integrated.

f. Evaluate the effect of globalization and colonialism on diverse cultural groups. 
g. Apply anthropological methods and concepts to a critical examination of one’s own culture.

h. Analyze and evaluate key ethical issues in the practice of anthropology.
5.  
Instructional Facilities

Standard classroom facilities with computer and data projector

6.   Special Materials Required of Student
None

7.   Course Content

a. Anthropology and its four fields; areas of specialization within cultural anthropology

b. Method and theory in cultural anthropology

c. The concept of culture
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7.   Course Content (continued)
d. Language and communication

e. Subsistence practices

f. Economic systems
g. Marriage and the family

h. Kinship and descent

i. Sex and gender
j. Race and ethnicity
k. Political organization and social control

l.
Social stratification and inequality based on class, race, and/or ethnic identity
m.
Class and caste 

n.
Belief systems
o.
Art and expressive culture 
p.
Economic and exchange systems
q.
Globalization, postcolonialism, and culture change
r.
Professional ethics

s
Applied anthropology

8.  Method of Instruction
a.
Lecture and discussion

b.
Structured classroom exercises and assignments

c.
Films and videos

d.
Guest speakers and field trips

9.  Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a.
Exams, including a comprehensive written final exam.
b.
Written assignments including the following:

(1)  Critical response essays analyzing films or readings

(2)  Research project that requires students to apply anthropological methods to analyzing an unfamiliar cultural practice.

10.  Outside Class Assignments
a.
Assigned reading
b.
Written assignments including the following: 

(1)  Critical response essays analyzing films or readings
(2)  Research projects such as local ethnographic field research or library research.
11.  Texts
a.
Required texts.  


 (1)   Guest, Kenneth. Essentials of Cultural Anthropology: A Toolkit for a Global Age. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company. 2016.
 (2)   Kottak, Conrad. Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology.  New York, NY: McGraw-Hill, 10th ed. 2015.
 (3)
Nanda, Serena and Richard Warms. Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. 4th edition. New York, NY: Wadsworth Publishing. 2017
b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks.

(1)
Selected ethnographies including: Knauft, Bruce. The Gebusi: Lives Transformed in a Rainforest World. 4th edition. Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press, Inc. 2016.
(2)
Brown, Nina, Laura Tubelle de González, and Thomas McIlwraith (Editors). Perspectives: An Open Invitation to Cultural Anthropology. American Anthropological Association. 2017. http://www.perspectivesanthro.org . Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.
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Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes


a.
Describe the key anthropological concepts of culture, cultural relativism, and holism. 
b.
Apply anthropological methods and approaches (such as participant-observation and the comparative approach) to discuss another culture.

c.
Analyze similarities and differences in cultural beliefs, identities, practices, and/or social systems within or between human groups.
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